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Conventional Experimental License 

 

 

1. Completing an Application for New or Modified Radio Station (Conventional Experimental 
License) 

 
The New or Modified Radio Station Form 442 should only be used for experiments lasting longer than six 
months. For experiments lasting a shorter duration, the Special Temporary Authority form should be used. 

 

To apply, select the Form 442 hyperlink. The following page appears. 
Click on the first link, Conventional Experimental License. 

 

 

Exhibit 1-1: Dashboard for Experimental Radio Station Authorization (Form 442) 

The following fields appear: 

 
Field Definition 
Experimental License Types: 

Conventional Experimental License  Conventional Experimental License is an option for applicants to 
apply, if they do not qualify for the following three license types. 

Program Experimental License  This type of license is issued to qualified institutions to conduct an 
ongoing program of research and experimentation, under a single 
experimental authorization subject to the requirements of subpart E 
of this part. Program experimental radio licenses are available to 
colleges, universities, research laboratories, manufacturers of radio 
frequency equipment, manufacturers that integrate radio frequency 
equipment into their end products, and medical research institutions.   
 



 

 

Conventional Experimental License 

 

Medical Testing License This type of license is issued to hospitals and health care institutions 
that demonstrate expertise in testing and operation of experimental 
medical devices that use wireless telecommunications technology or 
communications functions in clinical trials for diagnosis, treatment or 
patient monitoring.   

Compliance Testing License This type of license is issued to laboratories recognized by the FCC  
to perform: (i) Product testing of radio frequency equipment, and 
(ii) Testing of radio frequency equipment in an Open Area Test Site.  

 

Please note: The following screen shots apply to Conventional Experimental License.  

 
 

 
 

Exhibit 1-2: Application for Conventional Experimental License (Form 442) 
 

Select the appropriate option for the type of application you are requesting: 

 
Field Definition 
Application Purpose: 

All New Data If this is a new license, and you wish to start fresh with a blank 
application, choose the "All New Data" option. 

Use information from 
an existing application 

Use this option if you wish to extend an STA into a regular 
experimental license, or for filing for a new regular experimental 
license that is similar to an existing filing in the database. 
Remember to review the template information carefully and make 
any changes necessary to accurately reflect the current filing. 

Modification of Existing License If this is a modification to an existing license, please specify the 
call sign associated with the license. The application will then be 
pre-filled with information from the current license. 
 

 



 

 

Conventional Experimental License 

 

Applicant FCC Registration 
Number (FRN) 

Enter the 10 digit FCC Registration Number (FRN) obtained when 
first registered with FCC. To obtain an FRN number, select the 
Get FRN Number hyperlink listed on the left column under 
Miscellaneous section. 

 

The following buttons appear on the form: 

 
Button Action 
Proceed Click this button to immediately begin the application for a new 

or modified Radio Station Authorization. 
Clear Click on this button to delete information entered into the fields. 

 

Once all the fields have been filled in, click on the PROCEED button.   The application will verify that all the 
required fields were completed. 

 

For modifications of existing licenses, the form will appear pre-filled with demographic and equipment information 
from the existing license. Any fields displayed are not modifiable by the applicant. 

 

This document is d i v id ed  into multiple screen shots with a brief description of each of the fields that the user 
needs to complete. 

 

The first page of the Conventional Experimental Form contains name, address, and contact information for the 
applicant. Some of the fields for Items 1-3 will pre-populate with the assigned license information. If 
modifications are required, contact the OET Experimental Licensing Branch with the incorrect and correct 
information, by sending an email to ELB Systems and Support at ELB@fcc.gov 
 

The following screen shot displays the first page of Conventional Experimental License, items 1-3. 
 
 

 
 

Exhibit 1-3: Conventional Experimental License Items 1 through 3 

 

mailto:ELB@fcc.gov
mailto:ELB@fcc.gov
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The following fields appear on the form: 

 
Field Definition 
Name of Applicant (Company): 

Name of Applicant Enter the full name of the applicant.  For modification of existing licenses, 
this field is pre-filled. 

Mailing Address: 

Attention: Enter the full name of the contact person.  For modification of existing 
licenses, this field is pre-filled. 

Street Address Enter the street address of the applicant.  For modification of existing 
licenses, this field is pre-filled. 

P.O. BOX If a post office box is provided, enter it into this field. For modification of 
existing licenses, this field is pre-filled. 

City Enter the applicant’s city in this field. For modification of existing licenses, 
this field is pre-filled. 

State Enter the applicant’s state in this field. For modification of existing licenses, 
this field is pre-filled. 

Zip/Postal Code Enter  the  zip  and/or  postal  code  of  the  applicant  in  this  field.  For 
modification of existing licenses, this field is pre-filled. 

Country If the address is located outside the United States of America, select the 
country name in this field. 

Email Address Enter the applicant’s e-mail address. The  e-mail  address  format  is  as 
follows: name@company.ext 

mailto:name@company.ext
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Field Definition 
Application Purpose: 
Application Type (3a) If this is a new application, this field will be pre-filled with “New Station”. 
For Modification indicate below 
(3b): 

If this is a modification to an existing license, this section is pre-filled with 
the file number of the application that resulted in the current license to 
be granted. In addition, the call sign of current license is also pre-filled. If it's 
a new license being requested, this area is left blank. This section is not 
modifiable by the applicant. 

 

While still on the same page, the next portion of Conventional Experimental License contains Items 4 through 9. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Exhibit 1-4: Continued Conventional Experimental License Items 4 through 9  

The following fields appear on the form: 

 
Field Definition 
Questions: Please click on the appropriate box to answer ALL questions in order to submit the form. 

Question 4: Government Contract 
Affected 

Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. If the answer 
to this question is YES, please submit a narrative statement describing 
the government project, agency and contract number. 
Exhibits may be entered immediately after submitting this form or later by 
clicking on the ADD ATTACHMENTS button. 
NOTE: When submitting this exhibit, please enter "QUESTION 4: STATEMENT    
REGARDING    GOVERNMENT    CONTRACT"    in    the 
description field and select "Text Documents" as the document type. 
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Field Definition 
Question 5: Foreign Government Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. If the answer to 

this question is YES, please provide the contract number and the name of the 
foreign government concerned as an exhibit. Exhibits may be entered 
immediately after submitting this form or later by clicking on the ADD 
ATTACHMENTS button. 

 

NOTE: When submitting this exhibit, please enter "QUESTION 5: STATEMENT 
OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENT USE" in the description field and select "Text 
Documents" as the document type. 

Question 6: Research Project Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. If the answer 
to this question is YES, please provide an exhibit with the following 
information: A description of the nature of the research project being 
conducted, a showing that the communications facilities requested are 
necessary for the research project involved, and a showing that existing 
communications facilities are inadequate. Exhibits may be entered 
immediately after submitting this form or later by clicking on the ADD 
ATTACHMENTS button. 
NOTE: When submitting this exhibit, please enter "QUESTION 6: STATEMENT 
OF RESEARCH PROJECT" in the description field and select "Text Documents" 
as the document type. 

 

 
Field Definition 
Item 7: Purpose of Experiment If the answers to Items 4, 5, and 6 are “NO”, then include as an exhibit a 

narrative statement describing in detail the following items: 
i) The complete program of research and experimentation 

proposed including description of equipment and theory of 
operation. 

ii) The specific objectives sought to be accomplished. 
iii) How the program of experimentation has a reasonable promise 

of contribution to the development, extension, expansion or 
utilization of the radio art, or is along line not already 
investigated 

Exhibits may be entered immediately after submitting this form or later by 
clicking on the ADD ATTACHMENTS button. 
NOTE: When submitting this exhibit, please enter "QUESTION 7: PURPOSE OF 
EXPERIMENT" in the description field and select "Text Documents" as the 
document type. 

Question 8: Estimated Experiment 
Duration 

Enter an estimate of time that will be required to complete the program 
of experimentation proposed in this application. Select from the drop 
down menu whether the estimate is in years or months. 

Question 9: Environmental Impact Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. If the answer 
to this question is YES, please provide an exhibit with the Environmental 
Assessment. Exhibits may be entered immediately after submitting this form 
or later by clicking on the ADD ATTACHMENTS button. 
NOTE: When submitting this exhibit, please enter "QUESTION 9: STATEMENT 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT" in the description field and select "Text 
Documents" as the document type. 
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The next page of Conventional Experimental License contains Item 10 and remaining fields: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Exhibit 1-5: Conventional Experimental License Equipment Tab, Item 10 
 
 

Field Definition 
Item 10: Equipment List the manufacturer of the transmitting equipment, model number, 

and the total number of units, for each model. Specify if the 
transmitting equipment is experimental. At least one row of 
equipment data is required to submit this application. The model 
number field is optional. 
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 On next page, you will have to respond to items 11 through 17 of Conventional Experimental License: 

 

 
 
 

 

Exhibit 1-6: Conventional Experimental License Items 11 through 17 

The following fields appear on the form: 

 
Field Definition 
Questions (continued): (All fields must be completed before this page can be submitted) 
Item 11: Station Identification Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. Refer to Section 

5.115 of the FCC Rules for information. 
Item 12: Applicant Classification Click on the appropriate button that best describes the applicant.  If the 

answer to this question is OTHER, please provide a narrative statement 
describing the type of applicant. Exhibits may be entered immediately after 
submitting this form or later by clicking on the ADD ATTACHMENTS 
button. 
NOTE: When submitting this exhibit, please enter “QUESTION 12: 
STATEMENT OF APPLICANT CLASSIFICATION” in the description field and 
select the type of document as "Text Documents". 
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Field Definition 
Item 13: Foreign Government Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. 

NOTE:  Foreign governments may not submit th is  Applications. This 
application will not submit with this question answered "YES". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 not apply for a new license or modification of license. 

Item 14: Revoked or Denied 
License/Permit 

Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. If the answer 
to this question is “YES”, please provide an exhibit containing the call sign of 
the license or permit revoked and the related circumstances. Exhibits may 
be entered immediately after submitting this form or later by clicking on 
the ADD ATTACHMENTS button. 

 

NOTE: When submitting this exhibit, please enter “QUESTION 14: 
STATEMENT   OF   PREVIOUS   LICENSE   DENIAL/REMOVAL"   in   the 
description field and select "Text Documents" as the document type. 

Item 15: Owner and Operator of 
the station 

Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. 

Item 16: Contact Information 
Last Name Enter the contact’s last name. 
First Name Enter the contact’s first name. 
Title Enter the contact’s title (e.g., Senior Product Engineer). 
Telephone Number Enter the contact’s complete telephone number.  This is an alpha-

numeric field. Enter the contact’s telephone extension. 
Email Address Enter the contact’s e-mail address.  The e-mail address format is as follows:  

name@company.ext 
Item 17: Drug Certification Click on the appropriate checkbox in response to the question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:name@company.ext
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The next section of Conventional Experimental License contains Item 18, Certification. The applicant is required to 
enter their name in order to submit this application. This will be accepted as the applicant's signature. In addition, 
please indicate the classification that best describes the person signing the application. If applicable, please specify 
the applicant's title within the organization holding the current license. By signing this application, the applicant 
certifies they have read and complied with the statements listed in the certification section of this application. 

 

 

 
 

 
The following fields appear: 

Exhibit 1-7: Continued Conventional Experimental License Item 18 

 
Field Definition 
Item 18: Certification 
Signature of Authorized Person Enter the name of the authorized person. 
Title of Authorized Person Enter the title of the authorized person signing the application (i.e., 

Senior Product Engineer). 
Classification of Authorized Person Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. 
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After successful submittal of the Conventional Experimental License Application, a Confirmation Number will be 
assigned to the 442 application. Please make a note of the confirmation number and the file number. The 
information will be required when adding exhibit attachments; and replying to correspondence from OET. 

 

Please note: Application Conventional Experimental License will not be considered complete until the antenna 
registration form is entered (see next section). 

 

 

 

Exhibit 1-8: Conventional Experimental License Confirmation Page 

The application site will guide you to enter Technical Data next: 

 
Button Action 
Technical Data Click this button to enter  technical data. This step consists of 

Antenna Registration and all frequencies and emissions 
associated with each antenna. 
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2. Antenna Registration 

Conventional Experimental License Application will not be considered complete until the antenna registration form is 
entered. 

 

The antenna registration is initiated immediately after completing Conventional Experimental License by clicking 
on the Technical Data button. This registration form is used to add, modify or delete antenna information from 
the application. 

 

 
 

Exhibit 2-1: Antenna Registration Form for File Number xxx 

The following fields appear on the form. 

 
Field Definition 
Application Purpose Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. Indicate the type 

of action to be performed for this antenna. If this is a new antenna, the "Add 
Antenna" radio button will be pre-selected. If this is an existing antenna, the 
only options available will be to modify or delete this antenna. 

 
NOTE: Modifications and deletions of antenna data from the existing license 
will not occur once this application is submitted. They will be performed by 
the FCC once the changes/deletions have been reviewed and granted. 
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Transmitter Location Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. Indicate 
the intended location of the transmitter and transmitting antenna. 

 
NOTE: If you indicated that this antenna is Fixed/Base or Base and Mobile, 
then Question 2B must be completed. 

 

 
Field Definition 
Fixed Location Information If you indicated that this antenna is fixed or base and mobile, this section 

must be completed. For fixed antennas, please specify the state, county and 
as accurately as possible, the street address, city or town where the antenna 
exists. For base and mobile antennas covering large areas, please select either 
"UNITED STATES" or "OTHER" from the list of states. Also, please state in the 
Number and Street Address column the areas operation will occur. Basic 
Trading Area information (BTA), if applicable may be entered here as well. 

Mobile Area of Operation If you indicated that this is a mobile antenna, please describe the exact area 
of operation. 
NOTE: This field should be left blank if the antenna is not mobile. 

Geographical Coordinates If this is a fixed antenna, please enter the coordinates to the exact second and 
leave the radius of operation field blank. If it's a mobile or base and mobile 
antenna, please enter either the area of operation or the fixed/center 
coordinates and the radius of operation. Coordinates (latitude and longitude) 
should be accurate within +/- 5 meters of the National Special Reference System. 

 

NOTE: If coordinates entered are based on South Latitude and East Longitude, 
please submit them as an exhibit along with this application. 

Datum Datum is used in determining the geographical coordinates. The latitude and 
longitude for locations in the United States and the Caribbean Islands 
referenced to the North American Datum of 1983 (NAD 83).  
This by default is checked. 
NOTE: The latitude and longitude for locations in the United States and the 
Caribbean Islands must be referenced to the North American Datum 1983 
(NAD 83). 
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Exhibit 2-2: Antenna Registration Form  
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The following fields appear on the form. 

 
Field Definition 
Directional Antenna If you indicated that this is a directional antenna, please enter the 

(I) beamwidth, (II) horizontal orientation and (III) the vertical orientation. If this 
information cannot be explained by numerical entries in the beamwidth and 
orientation fields (such as more than one antenna type with differing parameters 
being used at the location to which these data apply), then select the checkbox that 
indicates an exhibit will be attached to explain the answer to this question. You will be 
given an opportunity to upload this exhibit later in the application process. 

Antenna Height Click on the appropriate button in response to the question. If you indicated that this 
antenna extends more than six meters above ground or above an existing building, 
you must analyze the structures pursuant to Part 17, Subpart B, of the FCC rules, to 
determine if notification to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is required. If 
notification is required, submit FAA Form 7460-1, (Notice of Proposed Construction of 
Alteration) to one of the FAA Regional Offices listed on FCC Form 854, (Request for 
Antenna Height Clearance and Obstruction Marking and Lighting Specifications). All 
fields are required in this section. NOTE: If the overall height of the antenna is not 
known, this field may be pre-filled with zeros. Exhibits may be entered immediately  after  
submitting  this  form  or  later  by  selecting  the  "Add 
Attachments" option from this web site's menu. 

 

NOTE:   When   submitting   this   exhibit,   please   enter   "QUESTION   5: ANTENNA 
VERTICAL PROFILE SKETCH" in the exhibit description. 

 
 
 

When you click on “Add Frequency” and provide the necessary information, the following screen appears:
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Exhibit 2-3: Antenna Frequency Registration 
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When you click on “Modify Frequency”, the following buttons appear on the form: 

 
Button Action 
Add/edit Emissions to this 
Frequency 

If one or more emissions are associated with this frequency, enter 
them by selecting this button. This button is disabled until the 
frequency has been entered and the “Add More Frequencies” 
button is selected. At this point, select the desired frequency 
from the frequency list at the bottom of the page. The frequency 
will appear in the editable fields, and this button will now be 
enabled. 
Click this button to add/edit frequency information for this 
antenna. 

Copy Frequency This button allows the applicant to copy a frequency already on 
file with this application. When selected, it duplicates the desired 
frequency and all of its associated emissions. To enable this 
button, the desired frequency to copy must be selected from 
the links below. 

 
 
 

Button Action 
Add More Frequencies Click this button to save the frequency data currently in the 

editable fields and refresh the page, allowing additional 
frequencies to be entered. 

View Filing When selected, the filing completed thus far is shown in a 
separate window. The data contained in this window may not be 
edited. 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 2-5: Frequency Emission Registration 

The following options appear on the form: 

 
Button Action 
Add more Emissions Click this button to save the Emissions data currently in the 

editable fields and refresh the page, allowing additional 
emissions to be entered. 
Note: Each frequency entered for this filing must contain at least 
one emission before proceeding. 

Save and Return to Frequency 
Page 

This  button  saves  if  any  emission  entered  and  returns  to  
the frequency registration page 

View Filing When selected, the filing completed thus far is shown in a 
separate window. The data contained in this window may not be 
edited. 
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When you complete the information for “Add Frequency”: 
 

 
Exhibit 2-4: Frequency Emission Registration
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Clicking on View Filing will open up the following window: 
 

 
 

Exhibit 2-5: View Filing Page Results 
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Exhibit 2-6: View Filing Page Results (Continued) 
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Exhibit 2-7: View Filing Page Results (Continued) 
 
 

The following buttons appear on the View Filing form: 

 
Button Action 
Accept By selecting this button, the technical data section is completed 

and proceeding to the exhibit page to upload the required exhibits 
and submitting them to FCC. 

Add Data/Make Changes When clicked on this button it adds the data to the database and 
takes back you to Amend Complete Application page, where any 
modifications to an Administrative Data or Technical Data can be 
modified. Select the link that needs to be modified and then click 
proceed. 

 
 
After you click on Accept, you’ll be prompted to Submit Attachments: 

 

 

Exhibit 2-8: Submit ELS Attachment Page 
 
 
When submitted successfully, you’ll see the following type of message: 

 



             
             
           

 

 

Exhibit 2-9: Successfully submitted ELS Attachment Page 

 

When you’re ready to submit required fees, click on Complete Submission and you’ll receive the following message, 
and be directed to the appropriate page 

 

 

 

2-10 Final Step: Submit Payment for Conventional Experimental License 

 

 

 

 

 


