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 FACILITIES FOR INTERSTATE ACCESS 
 
 
2. GENERAL REGULATIONS (Cont’d) 
 
 2.1 Undertaking of the Telephone Company (Cont’d) 
 
 2.1.7 Changes and Substitutions 
 

Except as provided for equipment and systems subject to Part 68 of the FCC Rules and Regulations in 47 C.F.R. 
Paragraph 68.110 (b), the Telephone Company may, where such action is reasonably required in the operation of 
its business, substitute, change, or rearrange any telephone plant used in providing FIA under this tariff, change 
minimum network protection criteria, change operating or maintenance characteristics of facilities, or change 
operations or procedures of the Telephone Company.  In case of any such substitution, change or rearrangement, 
the facility parameters will be within generally accepted standards.  The Telephone Company shall not be 
responsible if any such substitution, change or rearrangement renders any customer furnished services obsolete 
or requires modification or alteration thereof or otherwise affects their use or performance.  If such substitution, 
change, or rearrangement materially affects the operating characteristics or technical parameters of the FIA, as 
originally ordered by the customer, the Telephone Company will notify the customer in writing prior to making 
such substitution, change or rearrangement.  Notification will be given as follows: 

 
 - Should a major change occur, the Telephone Company shall notify the customer at least one year in 

advance. A major change is described as any change in telephone plant which will affect the technical 
parameters of the interface (e.g., level, impedance, signaling, interface, bandwidth, two-wire, four-wire, 
etc.). 

 
 - Should a minor change occur, the Telephone Company shall notify the customer at least thirty days in 

advance. A minor change is described as any change in telephone plant which will not affect the technical 
parameters of the interface (e.g., level, impedance, signaling, interface, bandwidth, two-wire, four-wire, 
etc.). 

 
The Telephone Company will work cooperatively with the customer relative to the redesign and implementation 
required by the change in operating characteristics. 

 
 2.1.8 Discontinuance and Refusal of FIA 
 
 (A) Unless the provisions of 2.2.1(B) or 2.5.1 apply, if the customer fails to comply with the provisions of 2.1.6, 

2.3.1, and 2.4.1(D), including any payments to be made by it on the dates or at the times herein specified, 
and fails within thirty (30) days after written notice, by certified mail, from the Telephone Company to a 
person designated by the customer to correct such noncompliance, the Telephone Company may 
discontinue the provision of the FIA to the noncomplying customer.  In case of such discontinuance, all 
applicable charges shall become due. 

 
 (B) If the customer repeatedly fails to comply with the provisions of this tariff in connection with the provision 

of a FIA or group of FIA, and fails to correct such course of action after notice as in (A), the Telephone 
Company may refuse applications for additional FIA to the noncomplying customer until the course of 
action is corrected. 
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FACILITIES FOR INTERSTATE ACCESS 
 
2. GENERAL REGULATIONS (Cont’d) 
 
 2.1 Undertaking of the Telephone Company (Cont’d) 
 
 2.1.9 Preemption of FIA 
 

In certain instances, i.e., when spare facilities and/or equipment are not available, it may be necessary to preempt 
existing services to provision or restore National Security Emergency Preparedness (NSEP) Services.  If, in its 
best judgement, the Telephone Company deems it necessary to preempt, then the Telephone Company will 
ensure that: 

 
 (A) A sufficient number of public switched services are available for public use if preemption of such services 

is necessary to provision or restore NSEP Service. 
 
 (B) The service(s) preempted have a lower or do not contain NSEP assigned  priority levels. 
 
 (C) A reasonable effort is made to notify the preempted service customer of the action to be taken. 
 
 (D) A credit allowance for any preempted service shall be made in accordance with the provisions in Section 

2.4.4(A). 
 
 2.1.10 Limitation of Use of Metallic Facilities 
 

Except for loop and duplex (DX) type signaling, metallic facilities shall not be used for ground return or split pair 
operation.  Signals applied to the metallic facility shall conform to minimum protection criteria for direct electrical 
connections as in Part 68 of the FCC Rules and Regulations.  In the case of applications of dc telegraph signaling 
systems, the customer shall be responsible, at its expense, for the provision of current limitation devices to protect 
the Telephone Company FIA from excessive current due to abnormal conditions and for the provision of noise 
mitigation networks when required to reduce excess noise. 
 
Interoffice metallic facilities are limited and requests for metallic facilities will only be provided where available.  
DC (Metallic) and telegraph-grade facilities and services will be discontinued effective November 3, 1991.  
Interoffice metallic facilities (wire pairs) are in diminishing supply, and can be expected to become less available 
as optical fiber is deployed and wire cables are removed. 
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FACILITIES FOR INTERSTATE ACCESS 
 
 
2. GENERAL REGULATIONS (Cont’d) 
 
 2.2 Use 
 
 2.2.1 Interference or Impairment 
 
 (A) The characteristics and methods of operation of any circuits, facilities or equipment provided by 

other than the Telephone Company, including customer transmission equipment, and associated 
with the FIA provided under this tariff shall not interfere with or impair service over any facilities of 
the Telephone Company, its connecting and concurring carriers, or other telephone companies 
involved in its services, cause damage to their plant, impair the privacy of any communications 
carried over their facilities or create hazards to their employees or to the public. 

 
 (B) Except as provided for equipment or systems subject to Part 68 of the FCC Rules and Regulations 

in 47 C.F.R. Paragraph 68.108, if such characteristics or methods of operation are not in 
accordance with (A), the Telephone Company will, where practicable, notify the customer, as 
appropriate, that temporary discontinuance of the use of FIA may be required; however, where prior 
notice is not practicable, nothing contained herein shall be deemed to preclude the Telephone 
Company's right to temporarily discontinue forthwith the use of FIA if   such action is reasonable in 
the circumstances.  In case of such temporary discontinuance the customer will be promptly notified 
and afforded the opportunity to correct the condition which gave rise to the temporary 
discontinuance.  During such period of temporary discontinuance, allowance for interruption of FIA 
as in 2.4.4 is not applicable. 

 
 2.2.2 Unlawful Use of FIA 
 

The FIA are furnished subject to the condition that they will not be used for an unlawful purpose.  FIA will be 
discontinued if any law enforcement agency, acting within its apparent jurisdiction, advises in writing that 
such FIA are being used in violation of law.  The Telephone Company will refuse to furnish FIA when it has 
reasonable grounds to believe that such FIA will be used in violation of law. 

 
 2.2.3 Commingling 
 
 Except as provided in Section 51.318 of the Federal Communications Commission's rules, 

telecommunications carriers who obtain unbundled network elements or combinations of unbundled 
network elements pursuant to a Statement of Generally Available Terms, under Section 252 of the Act, or 
pursuant to an interconnection agreement with the Telephone Company, may connect, combine, or 
otherwise attach such unbundled network elements or combinations of unbundled network elements to 
access services purchased under this tariff except to the extent such agreement (1) expressly prohibits 
such commingling; or (2) does not address commingling and the requesting carrier has not negotiated an 
interconnection agreement (or amendment) expressly permitting such commingling.  The rates, terms 
and conditions of this tariff will apply to the access services that are commingled. Unbundled network 
elements or combinations of unbundled network elements that are commingled with access services do 
not constitute a shared use arrangement as set forth in this tariff, and are therefore not eligible for 
adjustment of charges under such provisions. 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 


