
STATEMENT OF 
COMMISSIONER MIGNON L. CLYBURN

Re: Comparative Consideration of Seven Groups of Mutually Exclusive Applications for Permits to 

Construct New Noncommercial Educational FM Stations Filed in the February 2010 Window, 

Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 15-54.

While I vote to approve this Order in the interest of resolving these longstanding applications, I do so 

with some hesitation. I am concerned about situations in which applicants seeking to provide their 

communities with local, noncommercial radio service are ultimately rejected based on technicalities that, 

in some cases, might have been easily resolved through improved outreach to help smaller applicants 

better understand the nuances of our orders and regulations. For example, one application is rejected in 

this Order because it lists only a post office box, and not a physical address. This applicant is denied 

credit under our comparative process as an established “local” entity, notwithstanding evidence submitted 

by the applicant suggesting that it, in fact, may be located in the area in question. Several other 

applications similarly are rejected for reasons that conceivably could have been resolved through 

relatively simple clarifications of factual issues.

I hope that, in the future, we are able to conduct more effective outreach in this area. My office is always 

willing to listen to those who have ideas for how to improve our processes and make them more 

accessible, especially to smaller organizations that have limited resources and are less likely to be familiar 

with our rules and application requirements.


