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FCC OPENS INQUIRY INTO OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEXT-
GENERATION SERVICES IN MID-BAND SPECTRUM

  --
WASHINGTON, August 3, 2017 – Today, the FCC initiates a new inquiry seeking comment 
on ways to expand opportunities for next-generation services – particularly wireless broadband 
services – in mid-band spectrum.

In recent years, the Commission has made significant progress toward making spectrum available 
for wireless services.  These efforts, however, have primarily focused on the bands below 3.7 
GHz and above 24 GHz.  The Notice of Inquiry adopted today will help to evaluate spectrum 
bands between 3.7 and 24 GHz to ensure the Commission is exploring all potential options to
meet the ever-increasing demands for spectrum.

The NOI seeks comment on three specific mid-range bands (3.7-4.2 GHz, 5.925-6.425 GHz, and 
6.425-7.125 GHz), and asks commenters to identify other non-federal mid-band frequencies that 
may be suitable for expanded flexible use.  The NOI asks for input on, among other things, the 
following issues:

 How can the Commission best provide for flexible use of these bands to allow the 
introduction of additional fixed and mobile wireless services?

 How can the Commission protect existing services against harmful interference?
 What are the appropriate authorization mechanisms to maximize efficiency and promote 

flexible wireless use, including exclusive use, non-exclusive use, and unlicensed use?  
 Can service rules governing existing services be modified to make the bands more suitable for 

wireless use?
 Can existing rules be eliminated to reduce regulatory burdens and maximize efficient use?

As the demand for mobile services and products continues to increase, it is essential for the 
Commission to continue making spectrum available.  This inquiry will enable the Commission to
explore options for making such spectrum available now and in the future.

Action by the Commission August 3, 2017 by Notice of Inquiry (FCC 17-104). Chairman Pai, 
Commissioners Clyburn and O’Rielly approving and issuing separate statements.  
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes
official action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).


