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I write in support of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 's (PaPUC) request that the 
Connect America Fund Phase II (CAF II) funding declined by Pennsylvania companies stay 
within the state and finance Pennsylvania broadband infrastructure. 

During the most recent disbursement of Universal Service Fund monies, nearly $ 140 million in 
existing CAF II funding was declined by a major service provider in Pennsylvania. This CAF II 
funding was originally intended to support broadband Internet deployment in rural, high-cost 
areas across Pennsylvania, but the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) may now 
reallocate this financial support to other states. While rural portions of Pennsylvania still lack 
advanced Internet accessibility, the FCC should not continue to tax Pennsylvania ratepayers and 
then send those monies to other regions of the country for broadband improvements. 

It is my understanding that on January 26, 2017, the FCC agreed to a similar request made by the 
state ofNew York. As you know, New York has approximately 430,000 residents without access 
to advanced telecommunications products whereas Pennsylvania has more than 800,000. These 
figures further illustrate the need to retain federal funds within the Commonwealth. 

I respectfully ask that the FCC convey the same consideration to Pennsylvania as it did for New 
York and honor the PaPUC's petition for reconsideration. As the FCC considers this request, it is 
important to recognize that the declined CAF II disbursements were originally allocated for 
infrastructure improvements in Pennsylvania and should continue to support Pennsylvania 
ratepayers, who would otherwise lose out to ratepayers in other states. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 


