
1

Remarks of Commissioner Meredith A. Baker

Field Hearing on Energy and the Environment 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

November 30, 2009 (prepared for delivery)

I would like to thank MIT for hosting this important event, and thanks to the Chairman and the 
Broadband Team for getting us out of Washington D.C. for the day.  We are also very lucky to 
be joined today by Congressman Ed Markey and Secretary Ian Bowles.

Our impressive panel and exhibitors provide us a critical reminder of the importance of the task 
before us in developing a comprehensive National Broadband Plan.  Ubiquitous broadband 
affects and touches consumers’ lives in so many ways, unlocking opportunities for innovation 
and new technologies in every facet of our lives.  Smart Grid and broader efforts to curb energy 
consumption are a perfect example, and I look forward to learning more today about the 
opportunities we have to exploit these technologies and the technical challenges faced in 
implementing these solutions.  

In August, our workshop on similar issues underscored how significant your collective work can 
be in the nation’s effort to address energy efficiency.  By one account, increased use of 
information, communications, and technology could save annually about $140 billion to $240 
billion on fuel and energy costs.  

Broadband is a core component of your efforts to unlock those savings and provide the necessary 
real-time data transmissions that are critical to your solutions.  I hope to take away from today’s 
session a better understanding of where commercial networks today are providing the resources 
and services you need, and where the network gaps are today.  Is there a path forward to partner 
with network providers – whether wireline or wireless – to provide the broadband infrastructure 
your technologies and services need?  Is it a question of capacity, reliability, security, or 
prioritization?  

In the end, we need to ensure our broadband infrastructure is suitable to foster the types of 
innovation we see on display today to benefit households across the country.  Much like our 
broader broadband discussion, there may be no single answer or one-sized-fits all solution, but 
your perspective would be extremely helpful as we map our broadband future together.  Thank 
you.  


