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FCC TERMINATES PROCEEDING ON THE USE OF CELLULAR PHONES 
ONBOARD AIRCRAFT

Washington, D.C. – Today, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released a 
Memorandum Opinion and Order (Order) that terminates its proceeding on the use of cellular 
phones on airplanes.  In December 2004, the FCC adopted a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM) to examine the existing rule that requires cellular phones to be turned off once an 
aircraft leaves the ground in order to avoid interfering with cellular network systems on the 
ground.  Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations also restrict the use of cellular 
phones and other portable electronic devices (PEDs) onboard aircraft to ensure against 
interference with the aircraft’s navigation and communication systems.

The comments filed in response to the NPRM provide insufficient technical information 
on whether the use of cellular phones onboard aircraft may cause harmful interference to 
terrestrial networks.  Further, because airlines, manufacturers, and wireless providers are still 
researching the use of cell phones and other PEDs onboard aircraft, the FCC found that it would 
be premature to seek further comment at this juncture.  Therefore, the FCC determined that its 
proceeding on this issue should be terminated at this time.  It may, however, reconsider this issue 
at a later time if appropriate technical data is available.

Action by the Commission on March 28, 2007, by Memorandum Opinion and Order (FCC 07-
47).  Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Tate, and McDowell, with Commissioner 
Adelstein concurring.  

For additional information, contact Cyndi Thomas at (202) 418-2018 or 
Cyndi.Thomas@fcc.gov, or Linda Chang at (202) 418-1339 or Linda.Chang@fcc.gov.
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