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Before the
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of 

AT&T CORP.

Application for authority to 
discontinue operation of the 
U.S.-Cuba Over-the-Horizon 
Troposcatter System.

File No. I-T-D-95-003

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Diane J. Cornell
Chief, Telecommunications Division
International Bureau

ORDER AND AUTHORIZATION

Adopted: June 29,1995; Released: July 13,1995

By the Chief, Telecommunications Division:

1. The above-captioned uncontested application, filed on 
April 24, 1995 by AT&T Corp., requests authority, pursu 
ant to Section 214 of the Communications Act of 1934, as 
amended, to permanently discontinue operation of the 
U.S.-Cuba Over-the-Horizon Troposcatter System (OH Sys 
tem). The application was placed on public notice on April 
28, 1995. No comments were received.

2. The OH System extends from Florida City, Florida to 
Guanabo, Cuba. Between August 1957 and August 1992, 
the OH System was one of the facilities utilized by AT&T 
to provide communications services between the United 
States and Cuba. Between the failure of the Key West- 
Havana 5&6 Cable System in April 1987 and August 1992, 
the OH System was the primary facilities for such service. 
In August 1992, the OH System suffered severe damage 
due to Hurricane Andrew. Only a few Federal Government 
circuits were restored at that time. These circuits will be 
transferred without interruption to the recently activated 
U.S.-Cuba 7 Cable. The OH System is built with antiquated 
technology and would be very expensive to restore. Fur 
ther, it had caused interference with the new cellular sys 
tem in south Florida.

3. Upon review of the application, we find that the OH 
System has reached the end of its useful service life and all 
circuits can be transferred to other facilities. Thus, there 
will be no impairment of service to any community or part 
of a community formerly served by the OH System as a 
result of its retirement.

4. Accordingly, IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that neither 
the present nor the future public convenience and neces 
sity will be adversely affected by the discontinuance of use 
and operation by the applicants of the U.S. Cuba Over- 
the-Horizon Troposcatter System and the substitution of 
other facilities.

5. This order issued under Section 0.261 of the Commis 
sion's Rules and is effective upon adoption. Petitions for 
reconsideration under Section 1.106 or applications for 
review under Section 1.115 of the Commission's Rules may 
be filed within 30 days of public notice of this order (see 
Section 1.4(b)(2)).
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