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WIRELINE COMPETITION BUREAU ANNOUNCES REVISED FILING DEADLINE OF MARCH 31, 2023 FOR BRINGING PUERTO RICO TOGETHER FUND AND THE CONNECT USVI FUND STAGE 2 MOBILE COVERAGE
WC Docket No. 18-143
WC Docket No. 10-90

In this Public Notice, the Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau) announces a revised filing deadline of March 31, 2023 for the mobile network coverage milestone of the Bringing Puerto Rico Together Fund and the Connect USVI Fund Stage 2 mobile support recipients.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  47 CFR § 54.1514(a) (Stage 2 mobile network coverage report and certification for 66% milestone).] 

In 2019, the Commission adopted the PR-USVI Stage 2 Order, which made available $258.8 million in Stage 2 high-cost support over a three-year period to mobile providers in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands (Territories) to restore, harden, and expand 4G LTE and 5G technology for voice and broadband service in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria.[footnoteRef:4]  In 2020, the Bureau authorized mobile support for several providers in the Territories and reminded all support recipients of their obligations, including the reporting and certification requirements due on January 30, 2023.[footnoteRef:5]    However, we conclude that a brief extension of time is necessary and warranted for these requirements to allow for additional development of the Commission’s data system for reporting and certifications.  This system and technical development will improve the recipients’ filing experience when submitting the mobile network coverage data pursuant to Section 54.1514(a), and allow better data integration with the ongoing Broadband Data Collection.  Additionally, in conjunction with the system development, the Bureau will release the data specifications associated with the submission of the mobile network coverage reporting and certification.  Accordingly, on our own motion, the Bureau waives the deadline provided in Section 54.1514(a) and announces the revised reporting deadline as March 31, 2023.  We find a limited extension is in the public interest.   [4:  The Uniendo a Puerto Rico Fund and the Connect USVI Fund, Order, 34 FCC Rcd 9109, 9163, para. 102 (2019).]  [5:  Wireline Competition Bureau Authorizes Stage 2 Mobile Support for Viya in the U.S. Virgin Islands, 35 FCC Rcd 11555 (rel. Oct. 16, 2020); Wireline Competition Bureau Authorizes Stage 2 Mobile Support for Certain Providers Participating in the Uniendo a Puerto Rico Fund and the Connect USVI Fund, Public Notice, 35 FCC Rcd 6321 (rel. June 15, 2020) (authorizing AT&T, PRTC, and T-Mobile in Puerto Rico and AT&T in USVI); Wireline Competition Bureau Authorizes Stage 2 Mobile Support for T-Mobile in Puerto Rico, Public Notice, 35 FCC Rcd 10303 (rel. Sept. 15, 2020).  ] 

For these reasons, all Stage 2 Mobile support recipients will have until March 31, 2023 to file the required mobile network coverage report, certification, and applicable support data pursuant to Section 54.1514(a).  
For additional information, contact Dangkhoa Nguyen, of the Wireline Competition Bureau, Telecommunications Access Policy Division, at Dangkhoa.nguyen@fcc.gov.
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