
 

 

June 23, 2010 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 
Re: In the Matter of Applications of Comcast Corporation, General Electric Company and 
 NBC Universal, Inc. for Consent to Assign Licenses or Transfer Control of Licensees, 
 MB Docket No. 10-56 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 When Comcast Corporation (“Comcast”), General Electric Company, and NBC 
Universal, Inc. (“NBCU”) submitted their transfer of control and assignment applications and 
Public Interest Statement in January, Comcast committed to preserve and strengthen over-the-air 
television broadcasting through its proposed ownership of the NBCU owned and operated 
stations and the NBC Television Network.  The Public Interest Statement also stressed that 
Comcast would work constructively with the local affiliates of the NBC Television Network. 

 In the intervening months (and indeed in the period since the transaction was announced 
early last December), Comcast has talked repeatedly with the NBC Television Affiliates (the 
“Association”).  These discussions have been constructive and productive, and agreement has 
been reached with the Association, the key issues of which are summarized in the attachment 
hereto. 

 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

  /s/ Michael H. Hammer_____ 
Michael H. Hammer 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP 
1875 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 303-1000 
Counsel for Comcast Corporation 
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  /s/ David H. Solomon_____ 
David H. Solomon 
Wilkinson, Barker, Knauer, LLP 
2300 N Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20037 
(202) 783-4141 
Counsel for NBC Universal, Inc. 
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Summary of Agreement Among the NBC Television Affiliates (the “Association”), 
Comcast Corporation (“Comcast”) and NBC Universal, Inc. (“NBCU”) 

 
 

Overview:  The Agreement with the Association makes clear that Comcast intends to preserve 
and strengthen the NBC Television Network; to maintain a vibrant affiliate distribution system; 
and to continue the partnership that exists today between the NBC Network and the local 
affiliates.  In addition, the Agreement provides that certain provisions of the NBC model 
affiliation agreement will remain part of the standard terms and conditions of affiliation the NBC 
Network offers to local affiliates in the future.  The Agreement further provides that Comcast 
commits to maintain existing cooperative relationships with the NBC local affiliates and to 
support future enhancements to the business relationship with the NBC local affiliates that still 
are being negotiated.  The commitments in the Agreement are generally applicable for a period 
of seven years, but certain commitments have a longer term. 
 

• Commitment to Free Over-the-Air Broadcasting.  Comcast will: 

o Maintain the NBC Network—as made available for broadcast over the air by the 
NBC Network’s broadcast television affiliates—as a premier general 
entertainment programming service.   

o Devote sufficient resources to program development to ensure that the NBC 
Network’s program schedule remains competitive.  

• Major Sporting Events.  Subject to certain conditions, major sporting events for which 
NBC holds broadcast rights as of the date of the agreement will continue to be broadcast 
on the NBC Network.  With certain qualifications, Comcast has agreed not to migrate 
such events to any linear programming channel in which Comcast has an ownership 
interest.  In negotiating to acquire rights for national distribution of major sporting events 
on Comcast’s networks, Comcast will use commercially reasonable efforts to negotiate 
for reasonable distribution of such events on the NBC Network in a manner that is 
available to the local NBC affiliates.1 

• Separate Negotiation of Agreements.  Comcast’s cable system affiliates will remain 
solely responsible for negotiating retransmission consent agreements with individual 
NBC local affiliates.  Such retransmission consent negotiations will be conducted 
separate from the NBC Network’s negotiations with the NBC local affiliates.2 

• Standard Terms of Affiliation.  Comcast agrees that certain provisions relating to 
programming (e.g., the amount and type of programming to be supplied to local network 

                                                 
1  See Comments of the NBC Television Affiliates, MB Docket No. 10-56, at A-1 - A-2 (filed June 
 21, 2010). 

2  Id. at A-2 - A-3. 
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affiliates by the NBC Network) will remain part of the standard terms and conditions of 
affiliation offered to local network affiliates.  

• Competitive Nature of Programming.  Comcast commits that the NBC Network will 
provide to local network affiliates primarily first-run programming on a primarily first-
window basis.  

• Affiliate Market Integrity.  

o Comcast agrees to honor NBC’s agreements and side letters that preserve existing 
non-duplication protections against importation of another affiliate broadcast 
station signal into an NBC local affiliate’s market. 

o Decisions involving exclusivity issues will continue to be made by the Network 
and solely on the basis of Network considerations. 

o Comcast will not use its control of the NBC Network to transmit a same-day 
linear feed of Network programming on a Comcast cable system in the television 
market of an NBC local affiliate in the event that the NBC local affiliate 
withdraws its consent in the course of a retransmission dispute with the Comcast 
cable system.3 

                                                 
3  Id. at A-3 - A-4. 


