
Before	
  the	
  
FEDERAL	
  COMMUNICATIONS	
  COMMISSION	
  

Washington,	
  D.C.	
  20054	
  
	
  
	
  

In	
  the	
  Matter	
  of	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   )	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   )	
  
Application	
  of	
  Comcast	
  Corporation,	
  	
   	
   	
   )	
   MB	
  Docket	
  No.	
  10-­‐56	
  
General	
  Electric	
  Company	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   )	
  
And	
  NBC	
  Universal	
  Inc.	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   )	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   )	
  
For	
  Consent	
  to	
  Assign	
  Licenses	
  or	
  	
   	
   	
   )	
  
Transfer	
  Control	
  of	
  Licensees	
   	
   	
   	
   )	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

OPPOSITION	
  TO	
  COMCAST	
  ACQUISITION	
  OF	
  NBC	
  UNIVERSAL:	
  
40	
  MILLION	
  BLACKS	
  REQUEST	
  WIDESPREAD	
  HEARINGS	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Len	
  Canty	
  
Yolanda	
  Lewis	
  

Black	
  Economic	
  Council	
  
484	
  Lake	
  Park,	
  Suite	
  338	
  

Oakland,	
  CA	
  94610.	
  	
  
Telephone:	
  (510)	
  444	
  6293	
  
Facsimile:	
  (858)	
  573	
  1507	
  

Email:	
  Yolanda.lewis@blackeconomiccouncil.org	
  
March	
  29,	
  2010	
  
Comcast	
  Merger	
  	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  

OPPOSITION	
  TO	
  COMCAST	
  ACQUISITION	
  OF	
  NBC	
  UNIVERSAL:	
  
40	
  MILLION	
  BLACKS	
  REQUEST	
  WIDESPREAD	
  HEARINGS	
  

	
  
"Human	
  progress	
  is	
  neither	
  automatic	
  nor	
  inevitable...	
  Every	
  step	
  toward	
  the	
  goal	
  of	
  
justice	
  requires	
  sacrifice,	
  suffering,	
  and	
  struggle	
  and	
  the	
  tireless	
  exertions	
  and	
  
passionate	
  concern	
  of	
  dedicated	
  individuals."	
  Dr.	
  Martin	
  Luther	
  King	
  Jr.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Black	
  community	
  views	
  with	
  concern	
  a	
  growing	
  consolidation	
  of	
  media	
  that	
  has	
  
historically	
  ignored	
  or	
  stereotyped	
  the	
  Black	
  community.	
  	
  The	
  TV	
  media	
  under-­‐
employs	
  the	
  Black	
  community,	
  does	
  little	
  business	
  with	
  the	
  Black	
  community	
  and	
  is	
  
often	
  last	
  to	
  the	
  table	
  regarding	
  philanthropic	
  investments	
  in	
  the	
  inner	
  city.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Black	
  Economic	
  Council	
  files	
  this	
  opposition	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  the	
  growing	
  concern	
  
that	
  Black	
  community	
  needs	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  effectively	
  represented	
  at	
  these	
  
proceedings.	
  	
  For	
  example,	
  as	
  of	
  March	
  26,	
  2010	
  no	
  Black	
  group	
  has	
  filed	
  opposition	
  
and	
  only	
  one	
  Black	
  group	
  has	
  filed	
  any	
  comments.1	
  	
  	
  The	
  Black	
  Economic	
  Council	
  has	
  
been	
  a	
  leading	
  voice	
  before	
  the	
  California	
  Public	
  Utilities	
  Commission	
  relating	
  to	
  
mergers	
  that	
  adversely	
  affect	
  the	
  Black	
  community.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Before	
  setting	
  forth	
  our	
  concerns	
  we	
  offer	
  to	
  this	
  Commission	
  the	
  following	
  
observation:	
  “A	
  rising	
  tide	
  does	
  not	
  always	
  lift	
  the	
  Black	
  Boat”	
  
	
  
Specifically,	
  the	
  Comcast,	
  General	
  Electric,	
  NBC	
  Universal	
  filing	
  contains	
  more	
  than	
  
10,000	
  times	
  more	
  words	
  that	
  the	
  Ten	
  Commandments,	
  but	
  it	
  offers	
  no	
  specifics	
  
that	
  explicitly	
  benefit	
  the	
  Black	
  community.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  particularly	
  surprising	
  given	
  
that	
  four	
  congressional	
  hearings	
  have	
  taken	
  place	
  and	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  
important	
  merger	
  before	
  the	
  FCC.	
  
	
  
Historically,	
  the	
  Black	
  community	
  has	
  been	
  the	
  victim	
  of	
  media	
  exclusion	
  and	
  /	
  or	
  
negative	
  stereotypes.	
  	
  Over	
  the	
  last	
  decade	
  neither	
  NBC	
  nor	
  Comcast	
  has	
  made	
  any	
  
significant	
  efforts	
  to	
  reverse	
  this	
  tragic	
  media	
  history	
  for	
  the	
  Black	
  community	
  and	
  
other	
  minority	
  communities.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
1	
  Memphis	
  Urban	
  League,	
  one	
  page	
  letter	
  of	
  general	
  support	
  on	
  March	
  25,	
  2010	
  



	
  
We	
  are	
  prepared	
  to	
  document	
  if	
  provided	
  with	
  the	
  opportunity,	
  the	
  following	
  
exclusionary	
  practices	
  against	
  the	
  public	
  interest	
  and	
  the	
  Black	
  community:	
  	
  	
  

• Neither	
  Comcast	
  or	
  NBC	
  has	
  a	
  significant	
  number	
  of	
  Blacks	
  in	
  Senior	
  
Management	
  and	
  /or	
  in	
  creative	
  positions:	
  	
  

• Neither	
  has	
  a	
  significant	
  number	
  of	
  Blacks	
  in	
  their	
  general	
  or	
  managerial	
  
workforce;	
  

• One	
  percent	
  or	
  less	
  of	
  their	
  contract	
  dollars	
  goes	
  to	
  Black	
  businesses;	
  	
  
• An	
  inadequate	
  percentage	
  of	
  their	
  revenue	
  and	
  net	
  profits	
  go	
  to	
  non-­‐profits	
  

focused	
  on	
  the	
  Black	
  community	
  and,	
  in	
  particular,	
  the	
  underserved	
  Black	
  
community;	
  

• Little	
  content	
  represents	
  and	
  recognizes	
  the	
  growing	
  aspirations	
  and	
  
achievements	
  of	
  the	
  Black	
  middle	
  class;	
  and	
  the	
  application	
  fails	
  to	
  effectively	
  
convey	
  the	
  public	
  interest	
  issues	
  of	
  concern	
  to	
  the	
  Black	
  community	
  and	
  the	
  
Congressional	
  Black	
  Caucus	
  	
  	
  

	
  
We	
  concur	
  with	
  recent	
  filings	
  of	
  Mabuhay	
  Alliance	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  Asian	
  Americans	
  and	
  
the	
  Latino	
  Chamber	
  of	
  Commerce	
  of	
  Greater	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  Latinos	
  that	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  better	
  ways	
  to	
  adjudicate	
  this	
  situation	
  is	
  for	
  this	
  Commission	
  to	
  appoint	
  
a	
  Special	
  Master.	
  	
  	
  If	
  the	
  Special	
  Master	
  is	
  appointed	
  quickly	
  and	
  with	
  the	
  
cooperation	
  of	
  Comcast	
  and	
  NBC	
  Universal	
  any	
  delays	
  in	
  this	
  preceding	
  can	
  be	
  
either	
  avoided	
  or	
  minimized.	
  2	
  
	
  
Over	
  the	
  next	
  few	
  weeks	
  the	
  Black	
  Economic	
  Council	
  will	
  be	
  contacting	
  other	
  Black	
  
organizations	
  to	
  encourage	
  them	
  to	
  file	
  or	
  unite	
  on	
  the	
  issues	
  of	
  common	
  concern	
  
regarding	
  this	
  merger.	
  	
  However	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  the	
  most	
  effective	
  way	
  to	
  
determine	
  if	
  our	
  concerns	
  are	
  widespread	
  is	
  to	
  hold	
  Public	
  hearings	
  in	
  at	
  least	
  half	
  
of	
  the	
  states	
  with	
  1	
  million	
  or	
  more	
  Blacks	
  including;	
  California,	
  Florida,	
  Georgia,	
  
New	
  York	
  and	
  Texas,	
  the	
  states	
  with	
  the	
  five	
  largest	
  Black	
  populations.3	
  
	
  
We	
  also	
  suggest	
  that	
  some	
  of	
  these	
  hearings	
  be	
  held	
  in	
  “the	
  neighborhood”	
  or	
  deep	
  
in	
  the	
  Black	
  community.	
  4	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
2	
  It	
  would	
  be	
  advisable	
  to	
  have	
  this	
  Special	
  Master	
  examine	
  the	
  potential	
  among	
  
independent	
  producers	
  to	
  provide	
  Comcast	
  and	
  NBC	
  with	
  provide	
  positive	
  content	
  
images	
  regarding	
  the	
  Black	
  community.	
  
	
  
3The	
  other	
  15	
  states	
  include	
  Illinois,	
  Louisiana,	
  Maryland,	
  Michigan,	
  Mississippi,	
  
New	
  Jersey,	
  North	
  Carolina,	
  South	
  Carolina,	
  Tennessee,	
  Virginia,	
  Ohio,	
  Pennsylvania	
  
	
  
4The	
  Federal	
  Reserve	
  at	
  the	
  request	
  of	
  California	
  community	
  groups	
  held	
  a	
  public	
  
hearing	
  at	
  a	
  Watts	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  community	
  center	
  involving	
  the	
  Bank	
  of	
  Tokyo	
  
acquisition.	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
To	
  expedite	
  the	
  proceedings,	
  we	
  would	
  urge	
  that	
  Comcast	
  CEO	
  Brian	
  Roberts	
  meet	
  
with	
  major	
  Black	
  community	
  leaders	
  including	
  the	
  Black	
  Economic	
  Council,	
  the	
  
California	
  Black	
  Chamber	
  of	
  Commerce,	
  Black	
  Business	
  Association	
  of	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  
and	
  major	
  Black	
  church	
  pastors	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  senior	
  pastors	
  at	
  Allen	
  Temple	
  and	
  West	
  
Angeles	
  Church	
  of	
  God	
  in	
  Christ.	
  	
  (At	
  this	
  meeting	
  there	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  discussion	
  of	
  
content	
  and	
  in	
  advance	
  of	
  the	
  meeting	
  Comcast	
  would	
  provide	
  specific	
  data	
  related	
  
to	
  Black	
  employment,	
  business	
  contracts,	
  philanthropy	
  and	
  future	
  efforts	
  to	
  
maximize	
  positive	
  images	
  and	
  minimize	
  and/or	
  avoid	
  negative	
  stereotyping).	
  
	
  
Background	
  information	
  It	
  should	
  be	
  noted	
  that	
  the	
  Black	
  Economic	
  Council	
  has	
  met	
  
with	
  FCC	
  Commissioners	
  Clyburn,	
  Copps	
  and	
  aides	
  for	
  Commissioner	
  Baker	
  on	
  this	
  
and	
  issues	
  and	
  on	
  issues	
  affecting	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  diversity	
  in	
  Silicon	
  Valley.	
  	
  	
  In	
  the	
  
Silicon	
  Valley	
  case	
  the	
  BEC	
  has	
  urged	
  the	
  FCC	
  to	
  withhold	
  any	
  preferential	
  treatment	
  
including	
  mergers,	
  for	
  any	
  Silicon	
  Valley	
  company	
  charged	
  with	
  discriminatory	
  
employment	
  or	
  business	
  practices.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  the	
  BEC	
  has	
  met	
  with	
  the	
  anti-­‐trust	
  
division	
  of	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Justice	
  to	
  discuss	
  its	
  concerns	
  regarding	
  the	
  
Comcast/NBC	
  acquisition	
  and	
  Silicon	
  Valley	
  discrimination.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  urged	
  that	
  the	
  
Department	
  of	
  Justice	
  assume	
  jurisdiction	
  regarding	
  this	
  acquisition.	
  
	
  
Respectfully	
  Submitted,	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Len	
  Canty	
  /	
  Yolanda	
  Lewis	
  
Chairman	
  /	
  Technology	
  Director	
  
Black	
  Economic	
  Council	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  


