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D~arCbaiJman Martin:

I write to )'llU, again. regarding the proposed merger ofSirius Satellite Radio Inc. and
XM Satelli tc Radio Holdings Inc., which the Commission has before it. As stated in my
previous letters, I have supported the premise that the Sirius·XM merger provides a real
opportunity for minority ownership and participation in the satellite markctplJlce. It is
therefore my distinct pleasure to support the conditions that Commissioner Jonathan
Adelstein recently proposed to you and the other Commissioners to win his approval of
tbemerger..

I was very eoncerned that ifthe Mezger was approved as proposed, Sirius-XM would
control Over 25 MHz- enough to transmit OVcf 300 channels of radio and some video
into every local market in the country. This would be an unprecedented. amount of
speclnlm in the hilIllla ofa single company - more !baD the entire spectrum allocated to
PM and AM radio combined. Commissioner Adelstein is proposing thet 15% ofthe
spectrum be allocated to minority controlIed programming. This pera:nlage ofchannel
capacity would clearly aBSlae the public. and more specifically our minority population.
of viable minority media ownership and diverse programming. Tile other conditions
proposed. include a price freeze, open access, an lID chip requirement and a compliance
regime, all ,ofwlJidll feci wiU go a long way toward ensuring that this merger is tnJly in
the public interest

I commend Commissioner Adelstein for his abilities to work with YOll IlDd his fellow
Commissio:ners to bring fonh a plan that is clearly in the best interest ofCOD$umers.

Sincerely,

~:.~
Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Q 101 \lYUT loto\llt&Ofrt Bnlur
".0 IlCZ'sto
ao..,TON,.MSUlMl
lIiOll ....D3
RlD11 -..aoJ1: FAA:
I~"~IIIISY.

o I0Il MIIDM'A" 12War
G~D,raHAO

IM;I, .........
1":'.-'UoG118: FAX

o 1I10t::OUltlHOUR L..aN.
0fl11HVU.l,. MS3IlO1
CfilZI.J35-1ClO3
leGJ JM..1:JD4; FA){

O:tOm' IWI~~ ... IIIUI.IVMD

JAtQOtIl,. N1S 31213
(IOU~

[SOn (IIl-UJ7 fAX

tI )U EAaTM'-'N~n
P.O. Boo<lSt
MNlQ,. MS''''''
1N2J J:le-IOOJ
1."'003:~

o /II.cIutIo~ cnv HAll
p.o 1IlWS19
'Olf l3M""'~Ul.aIMl.1Of
Mcum 8AYCIU. us381C51
{aa 1'"-1003
,_741 ~BOO:r F/l.x.


