
ATTACHMENT No.8
MAY 23, 1996 LETTER FROM SOBEL'S COUNSEL TO FCC
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LawOftice

Robert J. Keller, P.C.
2000 L SbNt, N.W. - Sub 200

Washington, D.C. 2003&

Telephone: 202..1&.1870
Facalmill: 301.221.8175

InIMMt: r:I",lcomlaw.com

23 May 1996

Via Facsimile (717-333-2118) and Regular lIatl

W. Riley Hollingsworth, Deputy Chief
Office of Oper8tions - Gettysburg
Wareteu Telaconvnunic8tions Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1270 Fairfield Road
G~,PA17~7245

In re: Marc Sobel

Dear Mr. Hollingsworth:

On March 18, 1996, I submitted a Iett8r (copy 1ItbIched) responding to a request from William H.
Ketlett of your office for inform8tion regarding Mr. M8rc Sobel, a Part 90 -licensee. Attached to
that letter is a list of pending matters Mr. Sobel tIM berore the Commission, most, if not all, of
which are long o\Wdue for action. We requested 8dion on those matters or, if action is not
forthcoming, a statement of the nature of any problem 10 that it might be addressed.

When Irecently inquired about the status of this requeIt, IW88 advised that the Bure&I might be
reluctant to take any action that could be construed. a finding on Mr. Sobel's qualifications so
long as the question of his status in WT Docket No. 94-147. As you are aware, on May 1,1996.
the Commission adopted an Order in WT Docket No. 94-147 in which, inter alia, it declared that
Mr. Sobel is not a party to these proceedings and deleted form the scope of the designation
order the call signs for stations licenIecI to him.

In light of the ConvniAian's ruling, we once 8QIIin urge prompt action on theIe matters. If the
Commission has some r'8aon for not proceaing Mr. SobeI'a rnettera, it has never communicated
it to Mr. Sobel 10 • to atrord him an opportunity to addIea 8ny perceived problem. You should
be aware that Mr. Sobel hal asked me to seek 8 judicial writ of mandamus if the apparent freeze
on the processing of his matters is not resolved promptly. I know that neither of us wants that, so
I am hopeful we can informally and expeditiously resolve theM matters.

Kindly direct any questions or correspondence concerning this matter to the undersigned.

Very truly yours.

Robert J. Keller
Counsel for Marc Sobel d/b/a Air Wave Communications
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ATTACHMENT No.9
FCC's JUNE 11, 1996 SEC. 308(b) REQUEST
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Federal Communications Commission
1270 Fairfield Road

Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245

JUN 11 •

VIA REGULAR & CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert J. Keller, P.C.
Suite 200
2000 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Re: Marc Sobel
Request for Information
Pursuant to 308(b) of the
Communications Act

Dear Mr. Keller:

As you are aware, the Commission designated the licenses of James
A. Kay, Jr. for hearing to resolve issues which may result in the
revocation of some or all of his licenses. At the time of
designation, the Commission believed that because of Mr. Sobel's
business relationship with Mr. Kay, some of his licenses were in
fact controlled by Mr. Kay. Mr. Kay has asserted that this was
in error. We requested that the Commission delete the Sobel
licenses from the list designated in order to permit the Bureau
to conduct a nonadjudicatory investigation of the relationship.
(See attached Order at paragraph 5.)

In order to expeditiously resolve this question, we request,
pursuant to the authority vested in the Commission by
47 U.S.C. § 308(b), that Mr. Sobel provide further written
statements of fact including:

1) A list of FCC licenses held by Mr. Sobel and/or
entities in which he has an ownership interest;

2) a list of end users (by call sign) operating on his
stations and the number of mobile transmitters being
operated; and

3) a written statement relating the details of his
business association with Mr. Kay, incuding a
description of management and profit sharing
agreements.

:.t· ..
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We request that Mr. Sobel provide this information within 15 days
of the date of this letter. If you have any questions regarding
this matter, please contact me at (717) 338-2505.

Sincerely

~
William H.
Attorney
Office of Operations - Gettysburg

whk\kellr0609.95\rah
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ATTACHMENT No. 10
SOBEL'S RESPONSE TO JUNE 11, 1996 308(8) REQUEST

(without attachments)
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Law Office

Robert J _Keller, P.c_
2000 L Street, N.W. - Suite 200

Washington, D.C. 20036

T..........= 202.416.1670
FecaimII: 301.229.6875

Int....: IjkOtelcamlew.com

3 July 1996

Via Regular Mail and Eacsknile U17-338-2898)

WilHam H. Kellett, Esquire
Office of Operations· Gettysburg
Wireless Telecommunic8tlons Bureau
Federal Communiclltions Commission
1270 Fairfield ROId
G~rg,PA17~7245

In re: Marc Sobel
Request for Infonnltlon Pursuant to section 308(b) of the COmmunications Act

Dear Mr. Kellett:

This is in response to your June 1" 1998, letter requesting certain infonnation from Mr. Marc
Sobel. a Part 90 licensee and applicant. In our prior telephone conversations, you agreed to
extend the time for a response to Wednesday, July 3,1998. lam sending you this cover letter by
facsimile. A hard copy of this letter, together with copies of the referenced attachments, is being
sent to you by regular mall.

Before turning to the response, let me first state that Mr. Sobel is somewhat confused and
disturbed by these events. For neal1y two years now, It seems that some sort of "freeze- has
been imposed on all of his pending matters before the Commission, and yet staff will not come
forward with a clear and succinct explanation of just what its problem, If any, with Mr. Sobel is.
We have repeatedly asked your office to process Mr. Sobel's long pending matters, but we have
been stonewalled time and time again. We have uked that any questions regarding or charges
against Mr. Sobel be communicated to us so that he can respond to them, but instead we seem
to be unwillingly involved in some sort of cat-and-mouse game with your office.

On January ", 1996, you sent a 308(b) letter to Mr. Sobel asking for essentially the same
infonnation you now seek. I communicated to you at that time that Mr. Sobel Intended to answer
the letter fully and candidly, but you then inexplicabty withdfWI the request. I then sent a letter to
you on March 18, 1998, asking that you either process Mr. Sobel's matters or provide him with a
statement of any problems so that he could address them. You ignored that letter, and after
repeated status inquil1es by me you advised that nothing would be done until the Commission
ruled on the status or Mr. Sobel in WT Docket No. 94-147. When the COmmission issued Its

. order darifying that Mr. Sobel is not a party to that proceeding, I again contacted you seeking
action on my March 18 letter. You then suggested that I send a letter to Mr. W. Riley
Hollingsworth, which I did on May 23, 1996. After that run-around, I now receive your June ",
1996, letter, which puts us right back where we were months ago.

000038



William H. Kellett, Esquire
3 July 1996
Page 2

It would be easier to accept your letter at face value and not to view it as some sort of pattem of
harassment if it were not for (a> the history of dilatory and obfuscatory tactics described above, 1

and (b) the fact that the Bureau already has much of the infonnation sought in the letter. I can
only hope that by responding to your most recent request we can expeditiously move this matter
forwaro. As I have discussed with you before and as stated in my letter to Mr. Hollingsworth, my
client has authorized me to seek a judicial writ of mandamus If the staff does not thaw out this
unlawful deep freeze soon. I kn~ that Reither of us wants to take this matter to court, but I am
quite frankly not creative enough to think of many other options at this point.

Request for Confidential Treatment.

Your letter makes three specific requests for infonnation. Item No.2 requests -a list of end users
(by Call sign) operating on [Sobel's] stations and the number of mobile transmitters being
operated.- This infonnation is dearly competitively sensitive and is kept considered by Mr.
Sobel to be confidential. It most likely than falls within the definition of trade secrets and/or
financial infonnatlon which is automatically entitled to confidential treatment, 47 C.F.R.
§ 0.457(d), but it is most certainly Infonnation that could competitively and financially injure Mr.
Sobel if disclosed to his competitors and/or to the general public. Accordingly, pursuant to
Section 0.459 of the Commission's Rules and Regulations, 47 C.F.R. § 0.459, Mr. Sobel
respectfully requests confidential treatment for this portion of his response. We have separated
that portion of the response and sealed it under separate cover and dearly marked it as
confidential?

In the unlikely event that you deny this request for confidentiality, please be advised that Mr.
Sobel intends to seek an application for review of such denial within the five day time period
prescribed. 47 C.F.R. § 0.459(g). Moreover, Mr. Sobel further requests that his submission of
this information be deemed VOluntary, so that the information will be returned to him, unopened,
in the event confidential treatment is denied. 47 C.F.R. § 0.459(e). Notwithstanding Mr. Sobel's
obligations under Section 308(b) of the Communications Act, the requested information is being
submitted voluntarily on the expectation that it will be afforded confidential treatment. In the

1 While Mr. Sobel is never given the benefit of a candid and straight forward exptanation, the
snippets of information that are forthcoming from the staff are internally inconsistent and facially
inaccurate. For example, your June 11, 1996 letter states that the information is requested
because, -[a)t the time of designation [in wr Docket No. 94-147]. the Commission believed that
because of Mr. Sobel's business relationship with Mr. [James A.] Kay[, Jr.], some of his licenses
were in fact controlled by Mr. Kay.- But this statement is patently inconsistent with the plain
language of the designation order itself which stated: -Information available to the Commission .
. . indicates that James A. Kay, Jr. may have conducted business under a number of names. Kay
could use multiple names to thwart our channel sharing and recovery provisions .... We believe
these names indude ... Air Wave Communications [and] Marc Sobel dba Airwave
Communications.- PR Docket No. 94-147, Order to Show cause, Hearing Designation Order and
Notice of Opportunity for Hearing for Forfelhle (FCC 94-315; released December 13, 1994).
Thus, in designating the hearing the Commission obviously thought that Marc Sobel was a
fictitious alias used by Mr. Kay for untowaro purposes, while you are now trying to ignore that
fact and daim that the Commission was merely concerned with the business relationship
between Kay and Sobel. To be sure, the Commission may properly investigate either possibility,
or both, but Mr. Sobel is entitled to have you once and for all tell him precisely what the potential
problem is so he can address it and then get on with business. But for you to continually shift
from one foot to the other, while refusing to process any of his FCC filings, is entirely
inappropriate behavior which, if not corrected sua sponte, will have to be taken to an appropriate
~udicial forum.

The same treatment is requested with respect to Attachment No. 3 hereto which is a copy of
the management agreement pursuant to which Mr. Kay manages Mr. Sobel's 800 MHz licenses.
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William H. Kellett. Esquire
3 July 1996
Page 3

event such treatment is denied, Mr. Sobel respectfully reserves his right to withhold the
information on the grounds that (a) Section 308(b) does not authorize the Commission to request
this particular information, i.e., data that could identity specific customers as opposed to mere.
loading statistics;3 and/or (b) such information may only be requested if it is afforded confidential
treatment. Accordingly, Mr. Sobel considers this aspect of his submission to be voluntary, but
has waived his right to withhold the information conditioned on receipt of confidential treatment.

Specific Respon....

Attachment No. 1 hereto is a list of FCC licenses held by Mr. Sobel. All licenses are held by Mr.
Sobel as an individual sole proprietor, although they are sometimes issued in the one or more
variations of his trade name, Air Wave Communications. Mr. Sobel has no ownership interest in
any other FCC licenses.

Attachment NO.2 hereto is a list of end users (by call sign) operating on Mr. Sobel's stations and
the number of mobile transmitters being operated. This information is being voluntarily submitted
under seal, and subject to a request for confidential treatment as described more fUlly above. In
the event the request for confidential treatment is denied, Mr. Sobel reserves his right to object
to this particular aspect of the request.

Attachment No. 3 hereto is a copy of the management agreement pursuant to which Mr. Sobel's
800 MHz facilities are managed by Mr. James A. Kay, Jr. The details of the financial relationship
are set forth in the agreement. It should be noted that, notwithstanding this agreement, Mr. Sobel
personally maintains an active role in the 800 MHz facilities in that he owns, installed, and
maintains the equipment and has full access to the licensed facilities. Moreover, the
management agreement applies only to Mr. Sobel's 800 MHz facilities-he also owns and
operates various other stations that have no relationship whatsoever to Mr. Kay, with the
possible exception that Mr. Sobel my lease or sublease site facilities from Mr. Kay as to some of
these stations.

Mr. Sobel, acting as an independent contractor, provides installation and maintenance services
to the Los Angeles land mobile radio community. Some of the stations serviced by Mr. Sobel in
this regard are owned and/or managed by Mr. Kay, but the Kay-afftliated stations represent only
approximately 10% of Mr. Sobel's gross revenues. The vast majority of his income is derived
from services provided to stations unaffiliated with Mr. Kay in any way.

In short, notwithstanding his personal friendship and a business relationship with Mr. Kay, Mr.
Sobel is his own person. Mr. Sobel was active in the land mobile business in the Los Angeles
area long before Mr. Kay, and he continues to be active as to many station not involving Mr. Kay
at all. His management agreement with Mr. Kay comports with custom and practice in the SMR
industry, and similar arrangements are made by other licensees with such industry leaders as
Motorola and Nextel. Indeed, the Commission has approved as proper management
arrangements in which the licensees had ceded much, much more of the day to day operational
control of the facilities to the manager than has Mr. Sobel.

3 Mr. Sobel considers even the loading statistics themselves to be confidential business
information, but there may be a legitimate regUlatory purpose for a Commission review of such
information. There is no apparent regUlatory need, however. for the Commission or its staff, to
ascertain the identity of specific customers.
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William H. Kellett, Esquire
3 July 1996
Page 4

Kindly dired any questions or correspondence concerning this matter to the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

Robert J. Keller
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 24th day of September, 1996, I have caused
copies of the foregoing Petition for Writ of Mandamus to be sent by first class
United States mail, postage prepaid, except as otherwise indicated below, to the
following:

William E. Kennard, Esquire
General Counsel
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

W. Riley Hollingsworth, Deputy Chief
Willaim H. Kellett, Esquire
Office of Operations - Gettysburg
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1270 Fairfield Road
Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245

Lynard Hinojosa, Esquire
Hinojosa & Khougaz
11111 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 1000
Los Angeles, CA 90025-3344

Counsel for the Administrator of the Estate
of Gerard Pick a.k.a. Lance Hardy Advertising

,p~Re.--
Robert J. Keller
Counsel for Petitioner

ROBERT J. KELLER, P.C.
2000 L Street. N.W. - Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036

Telephone: 202-416-1670
Facsimile: 301-229-6875
Email: Ijk~telcomlaw.com
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Downtown OffICe:
2000 L ST MN STE 200
WASHINGTON DC 20036-4907
Telephone 202.416.1670

31 January 1997

Reed H. Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
Room 814 ~ Mail Stop 0101
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 844 - Mail Stop 0105
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

VVilliam E. Kennard, General Counsel
Federal Communications Commission
Room 614 - Mail Stop 1400
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

In re: Marc D. Sobel d/bIa AirWave Communications
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Case No. 96-1361

Ladies and Gentlemen:

ROBERT J. KELLER, P.c.
Federal Telecommunications Law

4200 WISCONSIN AVE NW # 106-233
WASHINGTON DC 20016-2143

Telephone 301.32G.5355/888.320.5355
Facsimile 301.229.6875 /888.229.6875

rjk@telcomlaw.com
www.his.coml-rjk

James H. Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 802 - Mail Stop 0106
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 832 - Mail Stop 0104
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Michele Farquhar, Chief
VVireless Telecommunications Bureau
Room 5002 - Mail Stop 2000
2025 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

I am Wliting you in the hope that we can resolve a matter before you without the need for further litigation or the
unnecessary consumption of public and private resources.

For more than a year I have been attempting, unsuccessfully, to get resolution of various matters which my
client, Mr. Marc D. Sobel, has pending before the Commission. Mr. Sobel made similar efforts for quite some
time before I was retained to represent him. Wireless Telecommunications Bureau staff is withholding action on
all of Mr. Sobel's pending applications and requests. When we make inquiries into this, we are told that the
reason for the processing delays is an investigation of Mr. Sobel. Accordingly, Mr. Sobel has made every effort
to cooperate with the Bureau staff to facilitate its investigation. It appears that the staff has no interest in leaming
and addressing the facts, but instead is using the "investigation" as part of some undisclosed strategy that may
or may not involve Mr. Sobel.

On several occasions over the past year or more, I have advised Bureau staff, both orally and in writing, that Mr.
Sobel is willing to sit down with Commission personnel and provide any information and answer any questions
that might help in resoMng this matter. These overtures have been ignored. When a request for information
pursuant to Section 308(b) of the Communications Act was sent to Mr. Sobel on 19 January 1996, I advised
Bureau staff of Mr. Sobel's intention to provide a complete answer. The Bureau's response to that act of



31 January 1997 Page 2

cooperation was to withdraw the request, only to curiously issue another such request a month later, on 22
February 1996. Mr. Sobel timely provided the Commission with a complete response to the second request. At
every step along the way, I have repeatedly made dear Mr. Sobel's willingness to meet with Commission staff,
to discuss fully and candidly whatever the concerns of staff are, and to do whatever he can to resolve or cure
any problems. The only response to these good faith efforts has been silence and continued inaction on Mr.
Sobel's pending applications and requests. Short of the noninformative reference to an "investigation," Bureau
staffwill not even advise Mr. Sobel ofthe reasons such stonewalling.

It was thus out of frustration that Mr. Sobel, on 24 September 1996, submitted to the United states Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, a Petition for Wit of Mandamus, asking for an order compelling the
Commission "either to take such actions necessary to grant the Sobel Filings or to provide Sobel with a detailed
statement of the reasons why the Commission is unable to grant one or more of the Sobel Filings." In
compliance with an order of the Court, the Commission, through its Office of General Counsel, on 27 January
1997 submitted the FCC Opposition to Petition for Wit of Mandamus. On page one of that response,
Commission counsel states: "[T]he Commission currently has before it a staff recommendation for action
directly responsive to Sobel's complaint. We anticipate Commission action on the staffs recommendation soon."
And again, on page six of the response, Commission Counsel states: "[T]here is presently pending before the
Commission a staff proposal that is directly responsive to the complaints set forth in the petition. We expect the
Commission action on that recommended action soon."

It appears, therefore, that Bureau staff has taken this matter to the full Commission and has even gone so far as
to recommend a specific action to the Commission. While that in itself is not remarkable, it makes aboslutely no
sense for Bureau staff to go to this extreme without first taking advantage of Mr. Sobel's repeated offers to make
himself available for questioning, to provide whatever infonnation may be needed, and to cooperate in any way
he can to resolve this matter. It almost seems that Bureau staff is anxious to have its "recommended action"
adopted before the Commission has an opportunity to hear Mr. Sobel's side of the story.

But we need not attempt to divine the Bureau's motives. It is enough for the Commissioners to recognize that
Bureau staff, purporting to have some serious questions about Mr. Sobel, is willing to recommend formal
Commission action without having fully investigated the matter, indeed, having steadfastly refused to meet with
the vary target of their suspicion who has been begging for an audience for more than a year. The staff's
unexplained refusal to discuss this matter with Mr. Sobel should give you reason to question the accuracy and
veracity, if not the good faith, of whatever information they have communicated to you about Mr. Sobel.

We respectfully request that, prior to acting on the staff recommendation before you, whatever it may be, you
first give Mr. Sobel an opportunity to come forward and to hear first hand what. the Bureau staffs concems are.
Mr. Sobel will use his best efforts to answer all questions, and to reach a mutually satisfactory resolution of the
matter. Mr. Sobel is prepared to come to Washington on short notice to meet with you, your staff, or any other
Commission personnel necessary to advance this matter. I will be making calls next week to inquire about
setting up one or more meetings to discuss this matter. I urge you to take advantage of this offer to resolve this
matter informally. It would certainly be in the best interest of the Commission, as well as the public interest, at
least to explore the possibility of a less involved and confrontational resolution before committing the agency's
time and resources to fonnal proceedings.

Very truly yours,

Robert J. Keller
Counsel for Marc D. Sobel d/b/a AirWave Communications

cc: C. Grey Pash, Jr., Esquire (Office of the General Counsel)
W. Riley Hollingsworth, Esquire (Wireless Telecommunications Bureau)
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Downtown Office:
2000 L ST mv STE 200
WASHINGTON DC200~7
Telephone 202.416.1670

11 February 1997

VIA FACSIMILE

Reed H. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Room 814 - Mail Stop 0101
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 844 - Mail Stop 0105
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

VVilliam E. Kennard, General Counsel
Federal Communications Commission
Room 614 - Mail Stop 1400
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

In re: URGENT REQUEST FOR SPECIAL RELIEF
Marc D. Sobel d/b/a AirWave Communications
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Case No. 96-1361

Ladies and Gentlemen:

ROBERT J. KELLER, P.C.
Federal Telecommunications Law

4200 WISCONSIN AVE NW # 106-233
WASHINGTON DC 20016-2143

Telephone 301.320.53551888.320.5355
Facsimile 301.229.8875 1888.229.6875

rjk@telcomlaw.com
www.his.coml-rjk

James H. Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 802 - Mail Stop 0106
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 832 - Mail Stop 0104
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Michele FarqUhar, Chief
VVireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5002 - Mail Stop 2000
2025 M street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

I understand that the Commission may have adopted a hearing designation order involving Mr. Marc D. Sobel
dIbIa Air Wave Communications. FOR THE REASONS DISCUSSED BELOW, WE URGERNTLY REQUEST
THAT YOU DELAY ISSUING THE TEXT OF ANY SUCH ORDER OR GIVING ANY PUBLIC NOTICE OF
THE ACTION.

On 31 January 1997 I wrote to you conceming the referenced matter. A copy of that letter is attached for
convenient reference. Upon hand delivering the letter to the addressees, I contacted the office of the Chief of
the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau to attempt to arrange a meeting. All of last week I received no
response from the Wireless Bureau. Yesterday I received a telephone call from two members of the Wireless
Bureau staff who advised me that I could come in for a meeting if I wanted, but that the Commission had
already adopted an item in this matter. I was further advised that the item adopted is a healing designation order
seeking revocation of the licenses held by Mr. Sobel.



11 February 1997 Page 2

Bureau staff clear1y indicated to me that a meeting would not be useful in resolving the matter without hearing
insofar as the Commission had already adopted a designation order. But whatever action you may have
adopted, it is not effective until ''the date of public notice of such action as ... defined in §1.4(b) of these rules.,,1
If you deter releasing the text ora public notice, you will defer the effectiveness of your action, thereby affording
an opportunity to resolve this matter without heating? We strongly urge you to do so. The ability to resolve
matters without unnecessary litigation will be complicated tremendously if the matter is designated for hearing.
The hearing would be a restricted proceeding, subject to the ex parte rules, thereby severely hampering both
Mr. Sobel's and the Bureau's ability to communicate with the Commission about the matter. And while the ex
parte rules would not preclude communiation between Mr. Sobel and the Bureau, such consultation will be of
limited value to potential dispute reSolution insofar as the Bureau would be merely a party to the proceeding,
unable to make or implement any decisions.

Now is the time to explore at least the possibility of an informal resolution without hearing. At this pre­
designation stage the Bureau is still in its delegated authority role and has a great deal of flexibility in dealing
with the issues presented. Currently either Bureau or Mr. Sobel can communicate freely with the Commission. If
the matter can not be resolved, a hearing is still available to the Commission as an option. But after holding Mr.
Sobel's matters in abeyance for more than three years while "investigating" him, certainly the Commission will
not be inconvenienced by delaying the release of a designation order for a short time to explore the possibility of
avoiding the litigation altogether.

I had assumed, perhaps incorrectly, that when the Commission staff raises questions about a licensee, the
appropriate response is for the licensee to cooperate with the Commission in an effort to understand the
concern and take whatever corrective measures may be indicated. But the Bureau's unwillingness to deal
informally with Mr. Sobel would tend to indicate that the more prudent course would be to adopt a defensive
posture, being entirely uncooperative from the first sign of trouble, on the theory that the only way out of the
situation is through an adjUdicative hearing in which staff will be an adversary party. Surely this is not a message
the Commission wishes to send.

It is a mystery why the Bureau would insist on rushing straight to a hearing when Mr. Sobel has repeatedly
expressed a willingness to cooperate and share information and a desire to meet in an effort to reach an
informal resolution of any matters of concern to the Bureau. One would expect this to be a far more preferable
avenue, and certainly one that should at least be eXplored before going to a hearing. We therefore urge you to
defer the effectiveness of any designation order and to direct your staff to work with Mr. Sobel toward an
informal resolution of this matter.

Very truly yours,

Robert J. Keller
Counsel for Marc D. Sobel d/b/a Air Wave Communications

cc: C. Grey Pash, Jr., Esquire (Office of the General Counsel)
W. Riley Hollingsworth, Esquire (Wireless Telecommunications Bureau)
VVilliam Kellett, Esquire (Wireless Telecommunications Bureau)
Gary Schonman, Esquire (Wireless Telecommunications Bureau)

1Section 1.1 03(a) ofthe Commission's Rules and Regulations, 47 C.F.R. §1.1 03(a).
2 Even if you had already released the designation order, you would have the requisite authority to set aside that
action on your own motion.
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JaN' A. kay, Jr.
P. O. 'ox '18'0
Van Buy., OA P1fOP
Phi (818) a't-3566
'AX (818) '82-?101
12/14/'5

V1a Fax tOI (310) 065·0136

Federal Commun1cationl 0Dnsd••1nn
18000 Studebaker .4. Room GSO
c.rri~o., CA '0701

Attn. l Mr. Jim Zoulok

Re. Urtent. reqUe.t tor. Iuspeot.!on
~..

near Sir:

'1'o4ay while aoo,suing conventional SMRS ..t.•Hon call ..1;n
WNYa747, l1cen.ed to ~.me. A. K~YI Jr., it Wft. dieoovered a
U8e~ " •• olJeroetin; em t.hiD repontor without nur knowledge or
autbcri&ation. WhU(.\ to~'hnioal1y thin UfJf!r wou.1 c1 bo
".u\<horizedN undol' our liaRn.... l.hfl uoer' IS r~uUut' had b••n
programmed by • radio "hop to \we this BtMtion without our
knowlodge or non••ne. The uaer WU8 contact8d ov~~ thr. air
and gave us the:t r n.tftB ~ .dclrca•• I and phone n\lmbflr..

The u.er', information tal

Pro kooUng
302. w, Piao nlv4.
Lo. Ang.le8~ CA 90006
(213) 733·2411

The pataon ". "poke with 1c1l1nt1Ued h6ra.lr. .fl "young ll .

young &tated the radf.o eOmJ')lulY thflt: progrtllmmed flnd
installed har radio. waDI

Century COmmun1cation.
Harold Pigk
!$310 Century Blvd.
LOll All;el"B~ C".J\

I z,·••p.otfully rctqueat your Clf.t.~ tJfI C':ondu(':\; an inapaotion
of th.e roadi08 boi'l9 u••d by prn Jtn"Ung at the ear-HOlt
po••~.bl. t:1nle. The Clot by P1c:k or. .,rogT('mll'I~.ng thE' r.'lldio8 of
J?ro Roofing to ueca the .u·v~ nAfl M rr.y r.epeater 0011.titUt:•• a
criminal act .. theft of 'H!IJ"Vj (! (1 1.1 , S~l1(.lU morea than 1 pltXflOn

"
I

.'



waa 1nvo1.V1Id 1.n ehb clrlcnln.' net: 1\ eharga of con'Jpi~.cy
alao appU... WhlJ.• it: hI n(Jt w~ t.hin I:he 8cope of tbe FCC to
pursue .uah lei"l action. In jn~p.etion by your ~ffioe.,
which would c:onfiJ.°rn \:h~ .bov~ 1nfoT-lnation I wClul.d pt'cve
invaluAble in a enure of. 1ftw for urimind l'.U1d dvi.1
pro••cutton of Pick.

Your attention CO thift IMtter. will be DlneeraJy
appr.oiated. If you roqu1re turl:heJ" informatiC'n plea8R
oontaot mt' a~ your .fu:11e-nl. uonver,icmce.

'J. .

"

.'

\.i.
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Telefax Cover Sheet
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FROM: Neme: _~,r.~""""'~'....f_L_"",L-.:.t;~;..~ _
BureaulO: _

Phono:

Fal< Number: __Lt...J/~(7~-..:""....I~r:....:;;.-.I'tJ_'Z...1~' _

TO:
Org.n~.tion; --
Olflce: ~ _

fa~ Number: __r-..,I=-6_---.J.7...e"""'2~-_7£..1L..t2t.L..1_L, _

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

, (

This Cover Sheet Is ~8ge 1of...J..- Pages

pee ,o,m 111
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1·4w·::---

09/16/98 13:~3 tt31 0 8850136 FCC LOS ANGELES

•• .... e

[1002

Jame8 A. Kay I Jr.
P. O. Box 7a90
Van Nuy., CA PJ.'O~

Ph. (818) 89t-J566
FAX (818) 782-7101
12/14195

rederal communj,cat1one COlluni••1nn
18000 Studebaker Rd. Room 660
C.rrito., CA tC7Dl

Attn. I Mr.. Jim Zoulok

IU:l UrS'ent request to): rnopact.1tln

Dear Sir:

Todl.Y while ftt"1ceBs1ng (.!onventional SMRS "t.tllHon aal.l liIi;n
WNYR?" 11cen8ed to ~am.s A. Xay, J)-, , ~t w~. di8covered a
user 1I11l11 o~.rat:.ing em thiD repcHltor without. nuT. knowledge or
authorization. Whilf,\ t(H,hnicaUy thin UfIIf\,- \\l0\1.1 c1 bo
"authorizedll und01' our liQclJn"~ l.!1e Ut:aer' fJ .r.tu1iu~ hild been
pro9ratnmad by a radio ahop t.o \wa this st61tion without our
kn~lod9. or oontllent, The u"et" Well. aontact.ttd OVttr. thfl .1 r
and qave us their n.,n~~ ~dc1rG•• , and phone. n\ln"b~)7,

The U8er'II information ~.1l1

Pro kooting
JO~9 w. P~,co nlvd,
Lo~ Angeles, CA 90006
(313) 73J·2~11

The 1j)8t."8on we lI~lokl) with identified herllelr. .'1 ·'Young".

'Young stated the radt.o e(')m~~llany th&t'. pr-ogramme{\ Etnd
installed her radio, waul

Centu1:)' Comrllunicatione
Harold PiClk
~310 C.ntury Blvd.
LOll Allg81fU', C'~J\

I l'e.peotfully raque.t your a1!t~ ~ft c:ond\l(':\; an in.~eotion

of the r.«d:loIJ boi:'19 u.ed by Prn RocIUng at the ear-Beet
pO'8~.bJ.e t1al.. 'rho Clot by Pic:k or. )'»·ogramm:l.ng th@ ntdiolJ of
p.ro Roofing to \l80 the .Qrv~OAfl fJf my :repeater eon.titutel1 a
cr1mi.nal aot ~ theft. of f.lf.lYV:iCl(."I. S~n()(.l merll th411 1 peXfllon



wa. invol\,..d ~n l:.hi. ~lrimin.. ' tiel':. " ~hQrga of oonl1piracy
alao .-ppU••• WhiJ.~ i1.: In not:. w~ thin 1',}16 Icope 01: l:he FCC to
pursue Buc:h le5Jfll aoHons an :inllpfH~I:~on by your (')fficeR,
whioh would c:onfh-m lhe abClV", infoT.'Hlt\tion I would pr'cve
invlllullble in .. enure of 1n"" for orilllind !'Jnd civil
pro.ecut1on of Pick.

Your attention to thiA tMtter. will be slneerflJ y
appreoiated. It' you roqu1re tl.u:theu" infor.maticm pl,l:'\uaft
oont.aot: m, Al: youaA Etf1rUt'nl. oonven:i.tmce.

OP/J8/Aa ]~;34 "310 8660736 FCC l.OS I\NG'\I,'~S lJl 003
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